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Granite Staters share a deeply-held 
conviction that public education is one 

of our state’s most precious assets.

We believe:
● Strong public schools benefit 

students/families/communities/the state
● Public Schools bring value beyond 

education
● Public schools are critical to thriving 

communities and local economies
● Public schools provide the tools that help 

all students reach their full potential



Source: NH Department of Education 
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...But their needs are increasing

30%  25%   50%
increase in the percentage of students

qualifying for school meals
between 2013 (20%) and 2024 (26%)

increase in the percentage of students

receiving special education services
between 2013 (16%) and 2024 (20%)

increase in the percentage of students

receiving ELL services
between 2013 (2%) and 2024 (3%)

Source: NH Department of Education 

https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-educator-and-analytic-resources/iplatform
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Core Issues Facing 
Public Education

https://reachinghighernh.org/


Substantial improvements in math & 
reading achievement
Reductions in grade repetition

Reductions in suspensions 
and expulsions
Increased likelihood of high school 
graduation & being college-ready

Adequate, sustainable, and responsible 
school funding is critical to ensuring all 
students receive a high-quality education. 

Source: Baker, BD: How Money Matters for Schools, Learning Policy Institute (2018).

https://reachinghighernh.org
https://learningpolicyinstitute.org/product/how-money-matters-brief


STATE

28%

LOCAL*

65%

*FY2023 data from the NH Department of Education Total Expenditures for ESE
** FY2023 data from the NH Department of Education Cost per Pupil by District
*** FY2023 data from the NH Department of Education Estimated Expenditures of School Districts

FEDERAL

7%

• Operating Expenses for Public Schools

• Tuition

• Transportation

• Capital Items

• Interest on debt

• Facility Construction & Acquisition

• Summer School

• Non-Public Programs

• Adult Education & Community Programs

• Allocation to Charter Schools/Other Agencies

Expenses vary 

$14,190 in Auburn

$41,753 in New Castle

https://reachinghighernh.org
https://www.education.nh.gov/sites/g/files/ehbemt326/files/inline-documents/sonh/est-expend-2022-23.pdf
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-educator-and-analytic-resources/bureau-of-education-statistics/financial-reports
https://www.education.nh.gov/who-we-are/division-of-educator-and-analytic-resources/bureau-of-education-statistics/financial-reports


NEW HAMPSHIRE UNDERFUNDS PUBLIC 
SCHOOLS BY OVER 

$500 MILLION
EVERY YEAR

ACCORDING TO COURT RULINGS

https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9267af3241730e66&q=nh+school+funding&tbm=nws&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0Aa4sjWe7Rqy32pFwRj0UkWtG_mNb-HwafvV8cKK_h1a5eSkyfXNgRC6a9SKsMT7FIVFrTRcgQ9wgg-AOu0QCUSi1WWZ90AVgAx1eSHdTBokyQW-1qqfJx0vHJjA1zMdyk6ISTR89NKTIV-reyk4gr4aI1VCz5WcGfAFYa6jbsgOCeH6fabkoqEEGXCDaKnbZf8ZTR8f8fK5htzQZVHfg7gEaT-cQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjrqYzjltaHAxXPv4kEHTY9I6gQ0pQJegQIHhAB&biw=1392&bih=753&dpr=1.8
https://www.google.com/search?sca_esv=9267af3241730e66&q=nh+school+funding&tbm=nws&source=lnms&fbs=AEQNm0Aa4sjWe7Rqy32pFwRj0UkWtG_mNb-HwafvV8cKK_h1a5eSkyfXNgRC6a9SKsMT7FIVFrTRcgQ9wgg-AOu0QCUSi1WWZ90AVgAx1eSHdTBokyQW-1qqfJx0vHJjA1zMdyk6ISTR89NKTIV-reyk4gr4aI1VCz5WcGfAFYa6jbsgOCeH6fabkoqEEGXCDaKnbZf8ZTR8f8fK5htzQZVHfg7gEaT-cQ&sa=X&ved=2ahUKEwjrqYzjltaHAxXPv4kEHTY9I6gQ0pQJegQIHhAB&biw=1392&bih=753&dpr=1.8
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Threats to local funding

● Budget caps
● Posting of proficiency scores 

and budgets
● Continual downshifting to local 

budgets and taxpayers
● Increasing uncertainty



“Title II-A funding is a lifeline for our 
professional development efforts. With 
a very limited annual budget, and as a 
property-poor town, we work hard to 
keep local costs down. These federal 
funds allow our educators to continue 
learning and growing in ways that 
directly benefit our students. If this 
funding is cut, we will be forced to ask 
our taxpayers to cover the 
difference—placing additional strain on 
a community that is already doing more 
with less.” – District Superintendent



School vouchers divert state 
funding from public schools

• 77% of students who receive a school 

voucher were already attending a private 

school or home school

• This year, the school voucher program 

diverted more than $50 million in state funds 

from public schools

• Every dollar that the state spends on school 

vouchers is a dollar that isn’t available to 

fund public schools, from school buildings, to 

teacher salaries, to materials for students

77%

https://reachinghighernh.org
https://www.education.nh.gov/pathways-education/education-freedom-accounts/efa-grants
https://www.education.nh.gov/pathways-education/education-freedom-accounts/efa-grants
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“Culture wars”

● Book bans
● Bathroom bills
● “DEI” bans
● Increased liability for 

educators



What to Expect in 2026



■ Responses to Claremont
■ Funding
■ Alternative pathways 
■ Continued culture wars
■ Educator liability 
■ Discipline
■ Local control



Funding

● Revenue bills
● Spending caps
● Special ed funding



Vouchers

https://reachinghighernh.org/


Dismantling public education

● Open enrollment
● Charter conversions
● SAU consolidation
● Challenging local control



Beyond the legislature



What makes a 
high quality 

public 
education?
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