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Granite Staters share a deeply-held 
conviction that public education is one 

of our state’s most precious assets.

We believe:
● Strong public schools benefit 

students/families/communities/the state
● Public Schools bring value beyond 

education
● Public schools are critical to thriving 

communities and local economies
● Public schools provide the tools that help 

all students reach their full potential



What to expect today:
● Overview of Open Enrollment

○ What is it?

○ How did we get here?

● Structured Panel Conversation

○ Legal Considerations

○ Risks & Opportunities

○ Operational Considerations

● Audience Driven Q&A



● Open enrollment allows students and 
families to select the public school they 
would like to attend rather than 
attending the local public school based 
on where they live.  

● The ability to enroll is based on:

○ If voters in the receiving schools 
have voted to become an OE 
school

○ Whether the receiving school has 
an opening

■ Specific grades or ages 

■ Student needs

■ Areas of academic focus

○ If a student meets admission 
requirements

○ If the resident district has adopted 
RSA 194 -D setting limitations 



History of Open Enrollment (OE) in NH

More Laws 
Pass

Lawmakers 
pass 3 of the 
6 bills 
impacting OE 
funding, 
intradistrict 
transfer, and 
CTE. All are 
signed into 
law by the 
Governor 

Spring 2025

NH SBE 
Rules

The NH State 
Board of Ed 
rules resident 
districts must 
pay tuition for 
pupils 
attending an 
OE school 
outside their 
school of 
residence

2024

Prospect 
Mtn. 

Voters in the 
Prospect Mtn. 
District adopt 
OE in 
response to 
declining 
enrollment 
and restricted 
their students 
from leaving

2023

Franklin 
Adopts OE

After the 
tuition 
agreement 
between 
Franklin and 
Hill ended, 
some 
students 
stayed using 
OE

2015

SB 9 
Is Law 

The NH State 
Legislature 
enacts OE and 
charter school 
legislation for 
the first time 
in the state

1995

OE Stands 
Alone

The NH 
Legislature 
separates 
Open 
Enrollment 
from the 
charter school 
statute by 
passing HB  
688

2009



Where Are We Now:
● October 2025

The NH State Supreme Court issued a 
decision on Pittsfield’s appeal siding with 
the NHSBE’s decision, the court mandated 
that Pittsfield must pay OE tuition for 
students who leave even without a town 
vote.  

"a sending school district is required to pay tuition 
under RSA 194-D:5, I, to an open enrollment 

receiving school in another district 
even if the sending district has 

not adopted an open enrollment program"

● 2026 Legislative Session

RHNH is currently monitoring LSR’s that 
could impact open enrollment policy.
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